[ATL and its virus].
A retrovirus called Human T cell leukemia virus type 1 (HTLV-1) is a causative agent of adult T cell leukemia (ATL). A cultured cell line called MT-2, produces constitutively HTLV-1. The characteristics of HTLV-1 produced from MT-2 has been extensively investigated. The molecular mechanism of ATL leukemogenesis by HTLV-1 is discussed.